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But on its right and left, the neighbouring Corps
had not been so fortunate, and the ist Corps was
now well in front of the general line. There was
still some hope that the advantage gained would
be confirmed, and that a little more success would
bring about a general retirement of the enemy.
It seemed to Haig to be one of those fleeting
opportunities which decide the fate of battles.
In the late afternoon he called upon his Corps for
another effort, and once more advanced to a
general attack. The troops responded nobly, and
when night fell on the exhausted but victorious
Corps one brigade had reached and held the
Chemin-des-Dames. But it was an isolated effort;
on either flank of the Corps the advance of its
allies had been stopped. His own attack had
not brought about the looked-for general retire-
ment of the Germans. And the Germans, now
rapidly strengthening their line with large rein-
forcements, successfully resisted all further efforts
to advance. Gradually the fighting assumed that
peculiar form of trench warfare which remained
the fundamental feature of the war until its last
few weeks.

The battle of the Aisne had been a notable feat
of arms for the ist Corps. A river crossing had
been forced in face of opposition. The ist Corps
and its Commander had measured their strength
for the first time face to face with the renowned
German Army, on relatively equal terms, and
were conscious that they had emerged success-
fully from the test.